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Protecting and Conserving Cornwall Since 1987

CELEBRATING CONSHRWA A PICTURESQUWMLEY AND
A GENEROUS FORE&EIIEBDRNWALL FAMILY

THE FAMILY HISTORY

Jedidiah Calhoun came to Cornwall from Washington, CT
in the 1780’s. He and his wife Jane lived in Cornwall Bridge
across from what is now Calhoun Cemetery on Route 7.
They ran a boarding house and store. Their son John C.
Calhoun (1814 — 1874)
started as a clerk in a
store in  Plymouth
Connecticut and went on
to become a partner in a
successful import export
business in New York
City. The Calhouns
bought what is now the
Gracey House on Pine
Street and began buying
property in Cornwall.
His son John E. Calhoun (1859 — 1940) inherited his father’s
business and continued to buy land in Cornwall including
Cathedral Pines in the 1880’s.

THE LAND

The John E. Calhoun Family eventually owned over 600
acres of land in Cornwall including core forest, important
bird, and terrestrial habitat, drinking water resources scenic
beauty and important farmland soils. The Calhouns owned

#I OF xAl T

6AI 1 AU AT A #I1 OO&IT O

Coltsfoot Valley from the ridgeline in the east to most of the
Coltsfoot Mountains in the west. Looking south from the
junction of Jewel Street, Pine Street and Valley Road in
Cornwall nearly all the land in that spectacular view was
owned by the Calhouns. Furthermore, the view was
unobstructed by houses. The family gave the forty-acre
Cathedral Pines to the
Nature Conservancy in

1967. The Coltsfoot
Valley looked like it
belonged in Montana

rather than in a town 95
miles from Manhattan.
Fortunately, it still looks
that way thanks to the

foresi hted lanning by
e CLRAR

THE PLAN

After John E. died the family created a plan that would
conserve the valley’s scenic look of about 200 acres by
creating 20 house lots with designated building envelopes
surrounded by about 100 acres of conserved common land.
Finally in 1991 the family sold to the State of Connecticut
the 226 acres they owned over the Coltsfoot Mountains on
the west side of the valley. Those acres became part of
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Hector Prudthommda A Consummate Conservationist
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Wyantenock State Forest.

It is a heroic task to get many family members to decide
how to sell land that the family has owned for over two
centuries. The citizens of Cornwall are indebted to the
Calhouns patience and creative energy for the present
Coltsfoot Valley.

THE ROLE OF CORNWALL CONSERVATION TRUST

In 1989 Dave Dolinsky as president of Cornwall
Conservation Trust, Inc. (CCT) together with the Town of
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