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     An 85 acre mosaic of farm and forest land on Cherry Hill Road in West 
Cornwall is now preserved according to the Cornwall Conservation Trust 
(CCT).  The new Cooley Preserve includes farmland, open space and a 

forest filled with hemlock glades. 
Due its elevation the preserve 
offers 120 degree views of the 
magnificent terrain surrounding 
West Cornwall and the 
Housatonic River Valley.  CCT 
plans to add a loop trail for 
recreation and to continue 
counting on local farmers to hay 
the fields.  
      The purchase price of 
$782,000, which is 66 % of the 

land’s appraised value, was raised through various state and federal 
grants and private donations.  CCT appreciates the funding received from: 
a $450,000 Open Space grant from the Connecticut Dept. of Energy and 
Environmental Protection and a $225,000 USDA Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Grant. CCT also 
thanks the Connecticut 
Farmland Trust for helping 
making this transaction 
possible. 
     The Cooley Preserve is 
located near many other 
protected properties: CCT’s 
Hart Farm Preserve, the 
Cooley Conservation 
Easement, the Vogel 
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Preserve, and the Push 'Em Up Farm Easement and a block of Housatonic 
State Forest.  Combined, these parcels provide a home to animals 
dependant on a large roving range such as the black bear and bobcats.  
The continuous swaths of land function as a bird paradise too.  It is prime 
habitat for bobolinks and eastern meadowlark, both grass land nesting 
birds.  Also, the American kestrel, our smallest falcon, has been spotted in 
the area.  
     Margaret Cooley and her three siblings are thrilled this preserve is now 
protected in “perpetuity.”  She said prior to her family’s 1940 purchase of 
the land, many generations of the local Hart family owned the property.  
During the Cooley family’s ownership, the land was farmed by a “who’s 
who” of Cornwall neighbors: The Harts, Stevens, Simons and currently the 
Scovilles.  Ms. Cooley and Bart Jones, the president of CCT, expressed 
their deepest gratitude to everyone who helped make this happen. 
 
 


